
KCWHF LOC MEETING MINUTES 
Monday 5th February 2018 

The Chapel, 48 Chapel Street, Marylebone Street, London NW1 5DP 
19.00-20.30 

Present: 

Elisa De Rossi (EDR), Panos Nicolaou (PN), Michael Hawkins (MH), Bozena Trylska (BT), Dav-
id Hall (DH),Vesna Drazic (VD), Jayshree Vasani(JV), Kanti Fatania (KF), Praful Shah (PS), 
Rebecca Burgess (RB), Saad Patel (SP), Sam Schweiki (SS), Shaf Mohamed (SM), Sheena Pa-
tel (SP), Viren Jani (VJ) 

Apologies:  

John Hopcroft (JH); Said Aghabozorg (SA); Salvatore Camilleri (SC); Dhruve Patel;  Amanda 
Hunt (AH); Nimesh Modi (NM); Daska Barnett (DB) 

Guests: none 

Agenda: 

1) Welcome and Apologies 
2) General Update 
3) MECS service  
4) Finance Update 
5) AOB 
6) Next meeting dates 

1) Welcome and Apologies 

2) General update 

- PN and SS explained the general progress with the CCG contract. It is intended that 
we go live on 01/04/18. The pilot contract will run for 1 year with the intention 
being to renew on an annual basis indefinitely. We haven’t signed the contract yet. 
Previously, we had intended to deliver the service in partnership with the Imperial 
Trust, however having won the bid as the prime contractor with our assistance they 
have not been able to deliver on their promise of joined up service to the frustra-
tion of everyone involved including the CCG. 

- Once the contract is signed, we need to set a training day (for everyone to attend) 
where Optomanager/webstar will take contractors and performers through the sys-
tem. Only practices registered will receive the email invitation.  

- NHS England is moving to a new structure for the delivery of services and the allo-
cation of funding for CCG’s and healthcare services in general. The new way of al-
locating funding for services will be through STP’s. STP  stands for Sustainable 
Transformation Partnerships. At the mo0ment it appears that London will be divided 
into 6STPs and our triborough will represent a single STP, this is unusual since most 
STP’s will encompass several several LOC’s. 

- Pan London PEC company: LOCSU and many other LOC’s feel that under the new 
NHS structure the LOC primary eyecare Companies should be brought together into 
a single company that has a much larger footprint. This is already happening in the 
north of england and in the south where several companies have come together 



into one PEC with the contracts that they are delivering being novated over. For 
area it is felt that a single PEC company for the whole of London is most appropri-
ate. This Pan London PEC will have a director nominated by each LOC so that each 
LOC has representation and it will hold, deliver and bid for all the eye care con-
tracts that are put out to tender across the whole of London. It is envisaged that 
this structure will make it easier to commission more services and create efficien-
cies all in all a more credible and viable way to commission that individual PEC’s 
for individual LOC’s. 

- Vice Chair report : 

SS reported on the MECs part 2 taken place on 17/01/18, it was successful and high 
passing rate. We had 19 practitioners attend the exams some of whom are from 
outside the tri-borough and they had to pay for their places, as well we had spec-
savers take 4 places on loan ( ie places we can use in their events for our Practi-
tioners). 

SS reported on the on going CET evening lectures at the Western Eye and the last 
lecture had good attendance in the title of Sudden Visual Loss taken place on the 
22/01/18. 

SS expressed concern that from October/18 all referrals will have to be made elec-
tronic and that it will be necessary for practitioners to have a nhs.net email. Ad-
vised that we wait as it’s unlikely to go a head. 

SS pointed out the difficulties that Capita facing and that the optical bodies have 
written a letter of concern to nhs. 

SS had attended other Locs meeting to build a relationship in view of pan London 
company. 

SS has reduced his practices visits and not doing any for the time being. 

- The LOC voted in favour of a Pan London PEC the vote was unanimous.  

- Croydon LOC and PEC was discussed as it is an exception not having been incorpo-
rated as a company by LOCSU and it’s status as a Community Interest Company. 

- Optical advisors: NHS england has re-sctrucured the Optical advisor posts. Poonam 
Sharma is now the lead for NHS england covering the whole of London with all the 
other advisors including SD and VD directed by Poonam and covering the whole of 
London rather than being restricted to just their patch. Optical advisors are pre-
dominately focused on deal with outliers. VD, who is an optical adviser and was 
present at the meeting advised contractors and performers to not drop off from the 
NHS England register because to come back on again is not a quick process. 

3) MECS 

- SS reported back on the MECS event held on 17/01/18.  

- Practice visits: SS said he will finish them soon. 

4) Treasurers Report: Balance on 5th-Feb-2018     

http://nhs.net/


  

- CAPITA has created a lot of problems for our tri-borough, this is a nationwide issue 
and  Katrina Venerus of LOCSU is representing the interests of many LOC’s including 
ours. We hope for an update on the situation and will inform contractors and prac-
titioners should we receive any. 

5) AOB   

- NHS England plans for all referrals to be made electronically by the 01/10/18. The 
LOC is under the impression that all contractors will need to have an nhs.net ac-
count for this to be the case. We will follow developments here closely and update 
contractors with further information on this as and when we have the information. 

- The committee discussed coloured tints for dyslexia and migrane sufferers, col-
orimeters, intuitive overlays. It was lively discussion and there were many opinions 
put forward. It is a subject we plan to revisit in future meetings and advise our con-
tractors and performers on the subject. 

- The attendance fee for meetings is £30 per attendance and payable to committee 
members at the end of the year provided members do not fail to attend more than 
3 consecutive meetings. 

http://nhs.net


6) Next Meeting dates:  

- April 09/04/18 AGM 

- June 11/06/18  

Meeting Closed at 20:30 


