
  
Time:  19:05 pm - 20:46 

Date:  Monday 24th Sep 2018 

Venue: The Chapel, 48 Chapel Street, London, NW1 5DP 

Present: Elisa De Rossi, Daska Barnett, Vesna Drazic, Praful Shah, 
Kanti Fatania, Fazlin (Kanji) Jetha, Bozena Trylska, Shafquet Mo-
hamed, Daska Barnett, Michael Hawkin, Sam Schweiki (SS), David, 
Richard Wittington (RW), Nizam Abdulla.  

Apologies: Salvatore Camilleri, Jayshree Vasani (JV), Sheena Patel, 
Sachin Patel, Sachin Patel, Connie Fairhurst, Shei Mawji, Sajid Patel, 
Panos Nicolau, Nirmala Parkhania, Brenda McKernun, Zoe Robinson, 
Brian Collison, Pratula Patani, Maureen Kirkwood, Said Aghbozorg 

Meeting Minutes 

RW recapped the situation so far in regards to the MECS service.  
The service is live but there isn’t a lot of activity going on. Unfortu-
nately, this is also due to the CCGs promoting GPs only in  one par-
ticular area and it’s not really working. On the other hand, a fair 
amount of activity for the contract is to have 1200 patients (for the 
whole duration of it). Essentially, MECs is about reducing the general 
routine referrals from primary care to secondary care. These are the 
chances when a patient can be part of the MECs program: 

1. A patient walk in a practice with MECS condition. 

2. During a sight test, the optometrist comes across something relat-
ed to MECS. At this point the optometrist will have to decide: ei-
ther stopping the sight test and refer the patient to this MECS pro-
gram or to continue the sight test. 

3. GPs send patients to the practice. At the moment, only 6 GP prac-
tices are referring patients.  

4. A patient is recommended by a pharmacy to visit the practice. 
However, at the moment pharmacies don’t know the service is 
live. 



In conclusion, volumes are currently low, mainly due to point 3 and 
4. Practices and practitioners won’t get access to the WOPEC system 
if they don’t have: 
- a registered practice, meaning having the Quality of Optometry 

Certificate and the health and safety and hygiene certificate. 
- the individual practitioner who must have done the WOPEC qualifi-

cation and the DBS check. In regards to the glaucoma exams, only 
Part 1 (distance learning) is needed, Part 2 glaucoma is not re-
quired by contract. 

The contract who everyone interested is going to sign, is a blocked 
contract meaning that it’s a fixed amount of money. 

Vice-Chairman’s Report: SS started sharing a 17 minute video which 
was explaining how to get started with optomanager and the MECS 
services. Moreover, he added that MECS part 2 and Glaucoma part 2 
will be delivered again this November. There were still quite a few 
questions on the contract itself and many attendees were surprised 
not to see the practices who already signed the contract, attending 
this last LOC meeting. 

Treasurer's report: discussed (see attached sheets). The directors of 
the company (Panos, John and Sam) have to give the treasurer the 
date of repayment of the loan they took. 

JV could not stay for the meeting due to unforeseen circumstances, 
however she expressed the interest in attending the NOC Conference 
(14/15 of November)  as a representative of the LOC. Last year she 
attended the same conference at her own expenses. 
She is also involved in a project called “SEEING BEYOND THE EYES" 
which joins the sight loss sector and the optical sector. This gives 6 
interactive CET points in a 2 hour session. If any practitioner is in-
terested, they need to contact JV directly. Her email address is: 
jayshreevasani1@googlemail.com 

Dates of next meetings: 
Monday 10/12 - Christmas Dinner 
Monday 28/01


